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Egypt, between Joppa and Dora, which are
lesser maritime cities, and not fit for havens, on
account of the impetuous south winds that beat
upon them, which, rolling the sands that come
from the sea against the shores, do not admit of
ships lying in their station; hence the merchants
are generally there forced to ride at their anchors
in the sea itself. So Herod endeavoured to rec-
tify this inconvenience, and laid out such a com-
pass towards the land, as might be sufficient for
an haven, wherein the great.ships might lie in
safety. And this he effected by letting down
vast stones of above fifty feet in length, not less
than eighteen in breadth, and nine in depth,
into twenty fathom deepj and as some were
lesser, so were others bigger than those dimen-
sions. This mole which he built by the sea-side,
was two hundred feet widej the half of which
was opposed to the current of the waves, so as
to keep off those waves which were to break
upon them, and so was called Procymatia, or
the first breaker of the waves, j but the other
half had upon it a wall, with several towers, the

Lnr. c. 18. p. 57. Lyon, I2mo, 1778. Instead of the indefi-
nite phrase of " vaste etendue,** Pliny calls the length of Pales-
tine 180 miles from the confines of Arabia on the south, to
where it meets the borders of Phoenicia on the north. Nat,
Hist. b. v. c. 13.